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yet for some years the plans, held to be practicable, were
confined to Western India.
The despatch of the Honourable Court of Directors to the
Government of India, dated 7th. May 1845, was the first
official recognition of the desirability of building railways
in India. Tinder Lord Hardinge's rule the Council agreed to
a free provision of land for an experimental line to ajjrax
posed " Bast Indian Company.'' In July, 1846, Lortl
Hardinge, who had been absent during the deliberations of
the Council in the previous year, recorded his views in a
statesmanlike Minute. The East Indian Eailway Company
was thus launched on its way. In October 1858 the line
to the Agai river was opened; in October 1859 to
Rajmahal, in 1861 to Bhagulpur, in February 1862 to
Monghyr, and in December 1862 to Benares. In 1866
Calcutta, the capital of modern India, was connected by
railway with the old Mogul capital, Delhi.
To Howrah the reader must go if he wishes to travel to
Peshawar by the Punjab Mail, if he wishes to go to Bom-
bay either by the Bengal Nagpur route or by Allahabad,
or if he wishes to go to Madras. For Darjeeling and Assam
he must start from Sealdah.
churches.
st. thomas.—Built in 1831 and consecrated in 1833.
Before this Church was built, services were held in a room
fitted up in what was once the original home of the Mili-
tary Orphan Society and known as the '' Episcopalian
•Chapel'7 . The professors of Bishop's College served the
altar. The Church is not without a certain claim to*
prettmess, and, if only the roof of the nave could be raised
a few feet, would be almost entirely satisfactory to the eye.
A handsome font has been presented to commemorate
John Stalkart of Ghoosery, whose hospitality is so well
remembered by his friends.
The Boman Catholic Church, conspicuous by its two
towers, is dedicated to Our Lady of a Prosperous Voyage.
old bishop's college.
BiWM southwards, at Sibpur on the river bank, we
ficd t&e Government Engineering College—commenced to

